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THE 


PREFACE. 


To the Reader, 

the Works of Jacob Behmen, this 
f* O 11 one °f the lea/l in Bulk , but not inJVorth. 

k. M Much and important Matter lies here 
Ak-joff*" inclofcd in a narrow Room: Beftdes , this 
Paradife of ujcful Truths y /lands not guarded by a 
fiery Cherubim hindering the Readers accefs , and 
dazzling his Eyes with a flaming Sword of Ob/iu- 
rities. J J 

1 /peak not this to impute as a Crime to our Divine 
Author his uncouth Phrafes , not offered, but enforced 
by the Matters Remotenefs he writ of from human 
Imagination , the Dilator of all ExprejJion in Man s 
Language. Plato’s Idea, Ariftotle’s Entelechia, 
Trifmegifts JEon and Crater, Zoroaders In- 
telledUk-s, the Cabaliits Hochmah and Binah. 
are Words to this Day undcrjlood by many , yet not 
laugh'd at byfober Men as Nonfenfe : The Chymift, 
Logician, Phyfician, are (for Jparing Circwnfirip- 
tionsj allowed a Coinage of Terms of Art, whichjiaji 
for current in their fevered 'Jurifdictions ; the - Me 
cbanicky or other meaner Artizan , is not debarred of 
A 2 this 
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this Privilege, andflail a Man rapt up into the Third 
Heaven , where he heard Things beyond human 
■Expreffion, be deemed a Barbarian, becaufe he can¬ 
not apparel his Wifdom in a Drefs fuited to the Tajle 
and Apprebenfon of the mere Natural Man. 

He wanted neither Defire nor Endeavour to have 
fpoken to the meanejl Capacity ; he did not, like feme 
Spirit-Pretenders in thefe Times, upon his being ac¬ 
quainted with T> uth in a more exccjlent Way, decry 
and undervalue thofe other Gifts of Skill in Nature and 
tongues, acquired by a Biffing upon Man's Indufry, 
by which, as ferviceable Hand-maids, the noble Sophia 
may be attired in a Garb befl failed for human Con- 
verfe. ’Twas his Wifl, exprejfed Jomewhere in his 
Writings, that if it had pleafed God, his Education 
had given him better Skill in the Learning and 
Tongues of Men ; for then fays he, I might, perhaps, 
have better fuitea thofe Divine Manifeftations to 
the common Apprehenfion; many of which, for 
want of that Enablement, remain locked up in 
the Magick Language of the Spirit, and will fcarce 
be underliood by any but Men fkilleti in that 

Dialea 

Hence conies that unufual Difficulty, many have fo 
much Jlumbled at, in the Works of this Author, efpe- 
cially thofe tranjlated into oth<r Tongues, in which 
the Interpreters, out of a jitfi Fear of wronging his 
Notions, having rellgioufy followed the Grades Courfel 
(Barbara nomina ne Mutaveris) they have proved 
to be like Ariftotl d : Acroams, tx&ora>£ fl, ixiora, extant 
in Part only ; the High Dutch made Englifh, but in 
the Magick, each Man is left to bis own Skill. Tet by 
this are we fet upon even Ground with thofe of his 

own 
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own Nation, and to have done more, had been not 
/imply to tranflate, but interpret. 

He that will, in any Author whatever, jointly per¬ 
form both thefe Offices under one Name, had need of 
a double Sufficiency. Firji, he mujl be a Bilinguijl, 
a perfcSi Majler in the Idioms of both Tongues he hath 
to deal with. For an Englifhman to make Demoft- 
henes /peak Latin, it fuffices, not to get by rote his 
Cambden and Lillies Grammar, and to have his 
Head fluffed with Vocabularies, but he mujl know the 
whole Cujiom and Manner of the Country, and Forms 
of Elegance rnojl in Fajhion, in the fevcral Times and 
Places of the Book’s Nativity, by Edition and Tran- 
fation ; his not being an abfolute free Denizon of both, 
may make him defraud the Reader he takes Pains for, 
fometimes of the'Senfe, but very often of the chief 
Grace of his Author. Secondly, He had need have, 
beftdes the Tongues, a double Portion of his Author's 
Spirit, elfe he will oft give us his Words without his 
Senfe-, the Lion’s Skin Jluffed with. Straw, injfead of 
Hercules that wore it. 

But he that will be this Author's right Interpreter, 
mujl be a Trilinguijl at leaf, Jkill’d no lefs in the Lan¬ 
guage of Angels, than 'oi.tb Afmrrp High Dutch, 
Englifn ; for wont whereof, much of the Writings, 
not of this Man’s only, but even of Scripture Penmen, 
are in fome Parts rather clouded than cleared by Tren- 
Jlations. 

As for the Matter and Scope of this Difcourfe, 'tis 
to jhew each Completion its Good and Evil, Tempta¬ 
tions and Remedies. 

I know his Colloquies, with the Evil Spirit in the 
Melancholy, will make fome Men fmile, efpecially our 
A j Athetft 
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Atheift and Sadducee, that laugh at a God f Angel , 
Soul, or Devil, and knoiv nothing of the Joys of God’s 
Kingdom, or through what a Wildernefs of Tribula¬ 
tions it is come at ; and how that roaring Lion, that 
goes about daily feeling whom he may devour, fails 
not to ufe all Means of continuing the Separation 'twixt 
the Soul of Man and that Rock whence it was hewn $ 
and where he cannot , by freighting their VeJJel with 
hellijh or terrene Appetites and Cares, keep God oict 
of all their Thoughts , Jlrives to beget fuch an Idea of 
him in the Imagination, as may juftly render him a 
Prick in their Eyes , and thorn in their Sides ; which 
is no hard Ta/k for him to perform with many fad 
Souls in all Religions, that give more credit to human 
Surmifes than to God's Oath, (that he hath no Pleafure 
in the Death of a Sinner) with thofe clear Evangelick 
Oracles, that God would have all Men to be Javed, 
and come to the Knowledge of the Truth ; and that . 
there is Joy in Heaven over one Sinner that re- 
penteth. 

This of Defpair hath been even in our Days a Rock 
many have been fplit upon ; and as the Hand of theDevil 
is oft very vifible in Seductions of this Nature, we need 
not wonder our Author Jhould Jlore us up fome Pro- 
vifton of Advice for fuch a NeccJJity, and in Particular 
a Weapon offenfeve, as well as defenfive, againji 
thofe AJfaults. 

It's true, his Replies in conflict with that wicked 
Spirit may Jeem at firjl to have fomewhat of Gall ; 
but we may take Notice, he both Jhews how effectual 
a IVcapon this cf Contempt is, above all others, for 
repulftng this Enemy ; as well as advifes an Abjli- 

nenet 
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nence from this Bitternefs but upon important He- 
cefftty. 

The Devil (fays he) is a proud arrogant Spirit 
in his vifible terrifying Apparitions, you cannot 
better get quit of him, than by a bold Defiance 
and Contempt. As oft, therefore, as by his 
frightning Appearances, &c. difcouraging Sug- 
geftions, he endeavours to drive thee to DiftraCtion 
or Self Murder, flinch not an Ace at his Prefence, 
but meet him with a flout Courage, and upbraid 
him with the Memory of his loft Glory and pre- 
fent Shame ; how of a glorious Prince in Heaven 
he is fallen to be an infamous Hangman in Hell. 
This is a bitter Pill, he is not long able to digeft ; 
two or three Dofes of it, will go near to fet him 
a Packing; but ufe it only as a neceflarv Evil, in 
Cafes of grand Terror, otherwife do not by fuch 
bitter Mockings beftorm thy own Spirit, and add 
new Affliction to the Calamity of his Fall. 

This inoffenfve Carriage, even to the Devil him- 
felf (life that of the Archangel Michael, not reproach¬ 
ing him with railing Accusations, and our Saviour’s 
not refufmg, fo far gratifying them in their moderate 
Requejl, as to qualify their Grief for the Lofs of 
their nobler Habitation, by a Penntffion to enter the 
foul Car caffes of the Swine) fhews in the Man and 
his Doflrine an unparallelled Mildnefs of Spirit,fcarce 
vifible in the Writings or PraSlices of any that now 
pretend mof to the Gofpel. Fir ft, we think it lawful, 
nay, an all of Godly Zeal, to fpit all our Venom in the 
Face of the Devil, and then every Contrariety to our 
Humours , Opinions , Interefs , looking like him, and 

prefumed 
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prefumed to have much of the Devil in it, (though in - 
deed of Chrtfl) mujl be ferved with the fame Sauce. 

Laflly, If any be offended with the ill Savour the 
Devil leaves behind him, when he flies away in a, 
Fume, he may know that Melan£thon, a grave Au¬ 
thor, reports the fame Circumjlance of the fame Spirit y 
or one of that Regiment being flouted away by Luther, 
and fome others ; that when a Devil comes off with 
Shame in fuel: an Affault, he becomes a laughing Stock 
to his fellow Devils in the Air, Spectators of the 
Combat. St. Paul affirming, I Cor. iv. 9. That 
we are made a Spectacle to Angels, as well as to the 
(Vorld and Men: Now the Pafftons of Men’s Souls 
oft reflecting their Images fo clear upon their Bodies, 
in Colour, Geffure, atidfome other moregrofs Demon- 
ffrations ; why may not the perturb’d Imagination of a 
wicked Spirit produce the like Symptoms upon its 
aerial Vehicle. 

Much more Reafon in Nature might be given to 
affert the Probability of fuch a Phenomenon; but 
that the Book is Jhort, and therefore the Preface muff 
tiat be long. 

1 commend thee to the Grace of God, in a fiber 
Ufe of thefi Difcoveries of thyfelf. ' 


\ / 

i" 
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THE 


FIRST CHAPTER. 


Of the Caufe of Fear and Sorrow or <§W- 
nejs ; and what Perturbation or Terror , 
Anxiety and Perplexity , is. 

LL Sorrow or Sadnefs, and Fear, 
that Man is terrified and afraid in 
himfelf, is from the Soul: For the 
Outward Spirit from the Conftel- 
lations and Elements, is not di- 
fturbed or perplexed j lecauje it liveth in its-Mo¬ 
ther, which hath generated it. 

2. But the poor Soul, is with Adam entered into 
a ftrange Inn or Lodging, viz. into the Spirit‘of 

> this World; and thereby the Fair Creature is be- 
come covered or obfcured, and Captivated in a 
dark Prifon or Dungeon. 

3. But the Spirit of this World hath FOUR 
Inns or Lodgings wherein the Noble * JEWELL 

B ftaikletli 

t.. ■ * The Soul. 
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ftandcth Locked or Boulted in : Of thefe Four 
there is always One and not all Four, chiefly mani- 
lelted in a Man, viz . according to the Four Ele - 
which every Man hath in himfelf; and he 
himfelf is that very Thing or Subftance, all, of him, 
but the haul, which, is not that Subftance : but 
Jieth captive in that Subftance ; and yet only ONE 
inn or Lodging Form and Condition or Com¬ 
plexion of the FOUR; hath 
nion of the Life. 

4. Thefe Four are called, 


the Upper Domi- 


I\ Cholerick. Hr. Phlegmatics. 

II. Sanguine. IV. Melancholy. 

I. 

5. Firjl. The Cholerick is of the Fires Property, 

it afFordeth a Stout Courageous Mind, vehement 
Anger, afpirihg Pride, felf-conceited Thoughts, 
regarding none. b 

6 . This Form, Condition, Inclination or Com¬ 
plexion, as to the Outward World, appeareth in 
a Fiery Light; it Labouredi after, or for, the 
Sun’s Power; and would always fain be Lord and 
Mafter. 

II. 

7. Secondly. The Sanguine, according to the 
Air, is fubtile, friendly chearful, yet not of a 
Stout Mind or Courageous, it is fickle, is eafily 
moved from One thing to. another; it receiveth 
naturally into its Effence, the Property and Ingeny 
or Inclination of the Conftellations, or Stars: It is 
chafte or modejl and pure, and containeth or pof- 

fefleth 
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fefleth great Secret Myfteries in its Skill and Know- 
ledge. 

' Thirdly. The Phlegmatic^, is according to 
the Nature and Property of the Water ; flelhly, 
grofs, weid.ng or facile, of an Effeminate Mind 

° r u ij- 0f A mean A PP reh enfion, but retentive 
or holding fail w hat it attaineth in itfelf: Art 
niuft be brought into it by Loud Importunity and 
I eaching; it findeth not that out of, or in, its 
own root, it lets all pafs for good and current, it 
cumbreth not itfelf with Cares,.it hath a Glimpfe 
of the Light, it is not forrowful or fad, nor very 
frolick or merry, but very Indifferent or Car clefs. 

„ IV. 

^ Melancholy, is of the Property 
an Nature of the Earth it is, as the Earth is^ 
Cold, Hard, Dark, and Hungry after the LiVht 
Jt is always afraid of the Anger of God. S ’ 
10. For the Earth and Stones are comprehended 
without beyond or diftindl from the Eternal 

fhe b fe both tHat a’ ' n the kindIed Deflre ^ 

InH r ’ both ,. accord,n g to the Angers Property, 

bo?hEvd a and r r g . t0 ,hG L ° Ve Pr °l ,ert y l there is 
both Lvdand Good, one among another, therein. 

IT. 1 he Good is always afraid of the Evil 

thePo H C ° nt '| n i Ua ! flym g of ° ne from the Other’ 
the Good would always fly from the Evil, as is 

Ld b lnMetalswhei ' e the Tinilure is Good* 
and the total or ent.re earthly Mafs is evil and 
fierce wrathful; there will the Tintlure of the 
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' 

i 


Metal always fly from the Earthly, efpecially when 
the evil Conftellation ftirreth it, and will come 
forth out of the Center: thence it cometh, that 
the Metals grow: for the Tindlure driveth their 
Defira forth, and it defireth to fly away, but it 
comprehendeth in the Defire, fuch a Corporeal 
•Subftance, as the Spirit, or the Defire is : From 
whence the Metalline Body proceedeth. 

12. The Melancholy Nature is Dark and Dry, 
it affordeth little Subftantiality, it devoureth itfelf 
in itfelf, and remaineth always in the Houfe of 
Sorrow or Sadnefs: though the Sun itfelf did 
fhine into it, yet it would be fad in itfelf. Indeed 
it getteth fome quickening or refrefhing from the 
Sim’s Glance: but in the Darknefs it is always in 
Fear and Terror of or before GOD’s Judgment. 


Here obferve -what the forrowful or fad Mind is, 

i 3 -\T OW if O ne of th ® fe Complexions 
have the upper-hand in Man, fo that 
he is complexioned in or according to it: Then 
the poor Soul, viz. the Noble Jewel ftandeth in 
this Houfe ; and muft help itfelf with the Glaftcd 
of the Sun, if it doth not totally attain the Light of 
God in itfelf; feeing in Adam, the Divine Light- 
Eve, became fhut up to it in the Earthly Source 



the great World, of the Stars and Elements: in 

f l t 11 * a. I- — * L #*n n 


inis 1 - , , , p , 

Soul in the Complexions and they in the Soul ; yet 
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the One comprehendeth not the other in the Ef- 
fenpe; the Soul is Deeper than the outward Spirit, 
butmis Time they hang, flick or cleave, one to 
the 7 'other, as the Inward and the Outiuard World 
do, whereas yet the One is not the Other; fo alfo 
the Outward Spirit is not the Soul. 

Know further. 

15. The Soul is, in its Subftance, a Magick- 
Fire-fource or quality, out of or from God the 
Father’s Nature: It is a great Defire after the 
Light; as indeed God the rather, in great Defire, 
from Eternity, defireth his Heart, viz. the Center 
of the Light, and generateth it in his Deftring 
Will out of the Fire’s Property, as the Light be- 
cometh generated out of the Fire. 

16. Yet now there can be no Fire, but there 
mull be alfo the Root to the Fire, viz. * the 
Center or the Forms or Qualities to Nature-, and 
THAT the Soul alfo hath, in itfelf, and burnetii 
forth out of the Forms TO Nature; viz. out of 
the Dark IVorld, which in its Source or Quality 
of the Defire driveth itfelf forth fill to the Fire ; 
for that defireth the Liberty, viz. the Light; as 
in the Book of the Threefold Life is exprefled at 
large. 

. 17. Now then the Soul being a hungry Magick 
Fire Spirit, therefore it defireth fpifitual Subflan . 

B 3 tiality, 

* Nctc, The Center of the Eternal Nature is; The Tjrjt THREE 
Qualities, To Nature or Fire .3 which Fire is the Feukb : And the 
Fifth the Light, which is the End of Nature, or the Divine Qua- 
lity or Property : The Sixth is the Divine Lifct And the Sevtr.tb is 
the Divine Body. 
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tiaHty, viz. Power or Virtue, whence it may 
ftrftain or prcferve its Fire-Life, and meeken, al¬ 
lay or flack the Fire-fourcc or Quality. 

18. Now it is well known, how with Adam it 
hath in Difobedience turned or inclined itfelf into’ 
the Spirit of this World ; and eaten of the Spirit 
of this World : and therefore CHRIST became a 
Man in our EflenCe, that he might incline or turn 
it again, thro’ the Center and through God’s Five, 
into the Light, viz. into the World of Meek- 
nefe : which now was fo done or effe&ed, in the 
Perfon of Chrift. 

ig. But feeing our Soul, from the Mother’s 
Body or Womb, ftandeth thus inclined or inturned 
into the Spirit of the Great World in the Com¬ 
plexions : Therefore it eateth, inftantly FROM 
the Mother’s Body or Womb, yes, IN the Mo¬ 
ther’s Body or Womb, of the Spirit of THIS 
World. 

20. The Soul eateth fpiritual Food, viz. of 
the SPIRIT of the Forms or Qualities of the 
Complexions; not totally of their Eflence; but 
Magically, it is the kindling of their Fire; the 
Complexion in the Soul’s Fire becometh Soulilh, 
or like the Soul: they TWO are as Wood or 
Fewel, and Fire, one to the other. 

21 . Underftand in or by the Feovel, the Com¬ 
plexion, and in or by the Fire, the Soul; whereas- 
indeed the Fire muft have Fewel, thai is, either 
the Outward Complexion, or a divine Subftan- 
tiality from God’s Subftance: One of them it muft, 
eat of, or perilh: Whereas in it, no perilhing is 
poffible j for it is a Defire, and where a Defire is, 

there ‘ 
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there is alfo Subftance, the Defire maketh itfelf 
Subftance. 

22. Now we underjland, why there is fuch a 
Difference of Men in thtir Willing and Doing : 
Or in their Will and Deed : For, of whatfoever 
the Soul eateth, wherein its Fire-life becometh 
kindled, according to that the Soul’s Life ma- 
nageth its Dominion. 

23. But if the Soul inclineth or turneth itfelf 
out of its Complexion into God’s Love-Fire, in 
the*Heavenly Subftantiality; which isCHRIST’s. 
Corporicty, according to the Angelical Light- 
World ; then it f eateth of Chri/i’s Flejh, undcr- 
ftand of the Heavenly, viz. of his Eternal Sub¬ 
ftantiality, from the Meeknefs of the Light of the 
Majefty , in which the Fire of God the Father, in 
the Glance of Luftre, maketh a Tin/lure. 

24. In that Subftantiality, viz. in the water- 
fource Quality, or § Fountain of Eternal Life ; con¬ 
cerning which Chrift faid, He •would give ikfuch 
Water to drink-, upon that, the Soul’s Fire feedeth, 
viz. upon the divine heavenly Subftantiality, which 
in the Tincture becometh changed into heavenly. 
Blood, fpiritually to be underftood. 

25. Whence the Soul getteth the Divine I Pill, 
and bringeth the Body into Compulfion, to do, 
what it would fain not do, as to its own Form, 
Conftitution, Quality, Difpofttion or Inclination, 
and the Spirit of this World ; in that the Com¬ 
plexion mujl not rule in the Soul, but ftandeth only 

* Meeknefs, J Jch. vi. 51. to the 58. § Pfal, xxxvi. 9. 

John iv. 10, 04. 

in. 
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in the Subftance of the Flefh ; and managtth the 
fleflily Dominion belonging to the Outward Body. 

26. Such a Man afketh after God’s Word, and 
hath always a continual Longing after GOD ; his 
Defire is always to (peak of God, and would fain 
always tafte of God’s Sweetnefs, but is covered 
and hindered by the Complexion , fo that a continual 
Strife remaineth in him : The Soul ftriveth againft 
the Complexion; for they are now tied together 
in one Band ; and the Complexion ftriveth againft 
the Soul; it would always fain get into the Soul’s 
Fire, and kindle itfelf, that it might rightly live. 

27. For when theSoul eateth of God’s WORD ; 
then is the Complexion, as or according to the 
Outward Life, as it were impotent and captivated, 
whereas yet it liveth in itfelf: but the Soul is fo 
faithful in the prefence of God’s Love, which only 
cometh to help its Subftance, and often, when it 
eateth of God’s Love-Subftance ; it bringeth a 
Triumph , and Divine Tafte or Relifh into theCom- 
plexion, whence it becometh trembling and highly 
joyful, and awakeneth or raifeth up the whole 
Body, as if Paradife were at hand. 

28. But this is not always Jieady: the Soul is 

foon covered or obfeured with fomewhat elfe, that 
fiilleth into the Complexion, and introduceth the 
Outward Imagination from the Spirit of the great 
World, into the Complexion : whence it getteth 
a Looking-Glafs; and beginneth to imagine or 
/peculate therein, and fo it goeth out from the 
Spirit of God ; and is often defiled with the Mire y 
if the Virgin'of Divine W ifdom do not call it back 
again to convert; which is here fet before the¬ 
Soul for a Looking-Glafs . Fur- 
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Further concerning the Complexions. 

rnTT 7 "HEN the Soul Jmagineth into, or ae- 
W cording to, the Complexion, and to 
eateth thereof, and turneth itfelf from God’s Wort 
and Will ; then it doth as the Property of the Com¬ 
plexion is: it receiveth all whatsoever is injected 
from the Conftellation Into the Complexion ; alt 
whatfoever the Spirit of the great World intro- 
duceth into the Complexion with its Imagination : 
It poifoneth itfelf, through the Defire in the Com¬ 
plexion as to ALL outward Things or Subftances, 
as to all whatfoever the World doth in Words and 
Actions: That the Defire of the Complexion 
bringeth into the Soul’s-Fire, and therein the Soul s 

Fir c burneth. , 

30. Here Men find, how all Evil Aarons and 
Works burn in the Fire of God the Father, m 
which the Soul ftandeth: Now that which is not 
agreeable or conformable to the Love of God, that 
the Love cannot receive, 

. 31. And here Men find, what , and how, a 
Xtong is Sin, how God becometh angry, when, 
With : the Soul’s burning or Life, fuch Abominations 
as Men aft, are become introduced into Him. 
which keep off the Soul from the Love of God , and 
make the Soul’s Fire Jlark Blind as to God s Wif- 
dom and Light. 

32. For * God’s Spirit goeth not into the h ire- 
burning or Life of the Abomination , till the Soul 
goeth out from thence again, and batheth it,elf 
* again 
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"r! h \ again in the Fire of GW's Meek- 

fiefs, and m the Holy Spirit: as a New ('till 1 i 
beginneth again J drink’ of TCw“ c > “ d 
liveth with or in GOD. ’ and 

N °™, U f° llowe ‘k concerning the Four Com - 
flexions particularly or feverally with their 

Pr ?r‘i e5 L as t0 ^ what the <5 'oul and the 

7ts Fi^7f d ° th 5 7 h r n the Soul Kindleth 
i»A F , tfe r fr ° m the Complexion, 
and meerly from the Conjlellation. 

33 * 

I. TF the Soul’s Life be furrounded with the Cho- 
M\ ?l C ° mpleX,>n J then isif >0fierce, wrath- 
2 t Up , 0r n af P irin g> and confun in. • it 

affordeth alfo fuch a Body as is meager, evil, fierce 

thereiS 7 * ™ g T’ and if ,he Soul >™gineth 
nlexZn ’7 aCCOrd ' n S t0 7 k kindleth the tom- 
P oi Vh vehe r m L ent] y i for that is alfo fiery. 
pAf Th c" her , e nfeth u jP in that Man, Anger 
U * ° r , S p tC ’ ,0ft y De “ te °* Exaltation f 8 i„’ 
be f 7)!f A d /- POm ? [' f ° fupprefs a11 u ^er Foot, to 
ble and Scorner of the Poor and Mifera- 

ble, a Dommeerer over the bended Knee not 

nnler : n K S r°$} 3 Thin S in his A^ger 

unlefs the Con/iel/atton hinder it, which oftentimes 5 

Un ‘, tl . n S J vltil the Complexion, injefletb fomewhat’ 
»nd lnndereth many Things. mmewjiat, 

; » ., . 35. There 

* ] oh. ir. 10, J 4 . , 
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35- There is great Danger, with, or in, this 
Complexion, if the Soul liveth according to the 
outward Imagination ; it hath a hard Bond, when 
one bire-fource or Quality is bound or tied to the 
other: The fierce wrathful Devil hath a powerful 
Accefs to it; for the tieiy Property is ufeful for 
him : He is alfo Proud, Stately and Envious ; and 
(o alfo is THIS Complexion. 

36. O how hardly will the Soul be loofed or 

(reed, when it is quite kindled in this Property: 
The Devil need not tempt it; it goeth along very 
willingly after his Pipe. 1 

37. It will not ealily be fad or forrowful, for it 
hath in the Complexion a Fire-Light, and it ever 
fuppofeth that it is God’s Light; that it is in good 

ays; and yet, is a proud, ltately, envious, an¬ 
gry, violent, oppreflive or tyrannical Will and 
bpint, fo long as the Soul makes ufe only of the 
Complexion. 

38. O, it affordeth a flattering hypocritical Shew 
in its Pomp, out of its Fire-Complexion and Hy- 
pocrify in its great Pride and lofty Mindednefs, and 
vet will be ejlcemed Holy : O thou * Devil in the 
Form of an Angel, how dark art thou when the 
Complexion breaketh in thy DYING. 

39. 

II. The Sanguine Complexion is Meek or Gen¬ 
tle, Lightfome, and Joyful, according to the Pro- 
p , e ”y .°f the Air ; it is Cogitative, Courteous or 
Affable, Mild and Amiable, and refembleth Life 
tfelf. 

40- If 

* * Cor. xi, 14. 


Digitized by www.JaneLead.org . 













The Four Complexions by Jacob Behmen 

Jane Lead Edition, 1701 


( 12 ) 

40. Jf the Soul be furrounded or encompaffed 
\vith this Complexion, anti imagineth thereinto or 
according to it, and will live to it; then it fheweth 
itfelf friendly, fubtile, it will try or experiment 
many T hings, and all is ready at its hand ; all 
whatfoever the Conjlellation frameth, that it expe- 
rimenteth in the Complexion: It is cheerly or Joy¬ 
ful, yet fuddenly alfo it is afraid Handing before 
the Fire power, viz. before Great * Perfons y but 
in itfelf is refolute in its own Thoughts or Opi¬ 
nion, without Advice or Counfel of others : It is 
of a Jharp Reafon, through the Complexion as to 
the outward Spirit: it doth not commonly any 
Hurt in its Anger ; it is fuddenly elevated, flout or 
courageous, and fuddenly falls again, as the Air 
doth. 

41. It Ihould be watchful, for the Devil is in 
rage againft it, neither can he in this Complexion 
obtain much; he would fain perplex it that it 
might have multitude of THOUGHTS, that it 
might NOT imagine after or according to the 
Kingdom of God : He carts ftrange 'Things be¬ 
fore it, to fpend its Time with; and it willingly 
ftudieth upon many Things : For the Stars cart or 
injeifl their Imagination into th e Air ■, whence it 
getteth many ftrange far-fetched various Thoughts. 

42. This Man leadeth an affable, fociable, ho- 
neft fimple Life with every one, but* the Devil 
eagerly fets on his Enemies againft him; be tuujl 
/offer much ; but he paffeth lightly through it, as 
the Air paffeth through a Thing ; he is feldom 
very fad or forrowful. 

43. For 

* l r *ir r cn. 
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43. For he hath not a fiery heart in him, there¬ 
fore alfo the Terror doth not burn eagerly in him j 
but he ftiould beware of Unchaftity and Idolatry, 
in thefe the Devil hath an accefs into the Com¬ 
plexion. 

44. 

III. The Phlegmathk Complexion is according 
to the Water. & 

If the Soul be encompafled or furrounded with 
this Complexion, and thence bloweth up its Life; 
then it is a fliff fwelling Life , dull, very perverfe 
and regardlefs; of a grofs Body; and of mean 
Reafon > and yet through diligent Teaching , all or¬ 
dinary Matters may be brought into it, if the 
Maori's , or Lunatic Power, doth not meet with it; 
but then it is a meer Lump or Clod of Earth, 
moreover through the Moon’s Power, it is very 
unrighteous, injurious or wrongful. 

45. Out of this Complexion any thing may be 
framed; the Water Spirit receiveth all Sorts of 
Things, fuddenly Evil, fuddenly Good ; it giveth 
forth itfelf readily in a hypocritical Shew of Holi¬ 
ness. and afcribes to itfelf an honeft, righteous or 
upright Life, but with very great Mixture of the 
contrary. 

46. The Water \s finning, and the Soul alfo is 
not eafily drawn into God’s Anger and the Dark 
World, which is in its Center ; it bites freely, at 
the Abominations of the World ; and covereth it 
under the Water-glance or Ihining, fuppofing it to 
be God’s Glance or Luftre. 

47. The Devil can introduce all wickednels, 
which he knoweth in Hell, into this Complexion : 
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if the Conjlellation hinder not, and the Soul permit 
and fuffer it, he getteth as much here as in the 
Fire of the Fire-Complexion : For Sin is as lightly 
regarded therein, juft like a Stream of Water, that 
pafleth away, undifeerned. 

48. He hath alfo Power herein to tempt and 
ajjault with Sorrow and Sadnefs, when it will give 
way to him ; for he darkneth or obfeureth the 
Glance of the Water with the introduced Sins ; 
and inclofeth the Soul, that it keeps back from God; 
but in the Storm or Combat of the Soul, if it will 
with Force break out of the Houfe of Sadnefs, he 
can not long ftand out here ; the Complexion is 
too weak, he can hold out better in the Fire. 

49. 

IV. The Melancholy Complexion is like the for* 
rowful fad Earth ; which always ftandeth in Fear 
before the fierce Wrath of God, which came into 
it in the Creation; it giveth a competent Under- 
ftandine, and yet fomewhat deep in Thoughts : 
The Chamber of this Complexion ftandeth open, 
it may apprehend much, if Grief or Perplexity 
hinder not. 

. 50. If the Soul be encompafled or furrounded 
with this Complexion, fo that it eateth thereof, 
then is its Fire-burning very dark or oblcure, very 
fad' or forrowful; it efteemeth not greatly of any 
worldly Pomp, Bravery or Pleafure; it is always 
through the Complexion forrowful and fearful or 
timorous as the Earth: The Devil aflaulteth it 
forely, and would always fain thruft it headlong 
fully into the Darknefs, into HIS Kingdom. 

51. For 
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51. For where it is dark, there he * freely en¬ 
ters in ; he maketh Reprefcnutions or Images be¬ 
fore the Soul, and terrifieth it with his Wiles , or 
abominable Thoughts, that it Ihould defpair of 
GOD’s Grace. 

52. For the Soul, in this Chamber of Melan¬ 
choly, doth not introduce any thing much fervice- 
able to him ; unlefs it depart or fall away from 
God’s Grace, and become totally carelefs and 
vain: then can the Body afford to be a Murderer, 
and a Thief, or a Robber, who regards Man, God, 
and the Devil, all alike: for if it will fall away 
or defift, and giveth itfelf up to the Complexion , 
to do what THAT will with it; then that Man 
will do ALL whatfoever the Conjiellation in the 
Complexion worketh; and the Devil mixeth his 
Imagination therein. 

53. But while it remaineth in Strife againft the 
fal Complexion, there is none cl the FOUR 
Complexions into which le/s Abomination would 
become introduced : For it is always in Strife 
againft the Devil, it knoweth that it hath him for 
a near Neighbour. 

54. For the Darknefs is his Dwelling-Houfe, 
and therefore he fo readily aflaulteth or fets 'upon, 
the Melancholy, he would either have it into the 
Darknefs, or throw it down, that it may defpair, 
and give over: For he knoweth well, what the 
Soul can do if it kindleth the Light of God in it¬ 
felf : then it kindleth or burneth his Fort of Rob¬ 
bery for him ; and then he ftandeth in great Shame, 

C 2 and 

* Corn, 
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and Ms cunning Treachery becometh Manifeff or 
Revealed. 

55. In no Complexion doth the Devil’s Will ox 
Intentions become clearer Manifefted, if the Soul 
become kindled in God’s Light, then in the Me¬ 
lancholy ; as the Tempted know very well, when 
they once break open his Fort or Den of Robbery ; 
they know in the Complexion in Nature, fud- 
denly, what a foul Ihatoelefs Bird he is : after¬ 
wards he doth not readily come near it, unlefe the 
Soul be fecure and negligeut, and enter as a Guefl 
into the Houfe of Sin, and then he cometh like 
a fawning Dog, that the Soul might not know 
him, he ftroweth Sugar upon it, afcribing Honejfy 
and Virtue to the Soul, till he can bring it again 
in the Complexion to eat the Food of Sorrow. 

56. Oh/tow Subtily or Craftily and Malicioujly 
he dealeth with it, as a Fowler goeth about to 
catch Fowls: He terrifieth it in its Prayers, efpe- 
cially in the Night, when it is dark; he cafteth 
his Imagination into it, fo that it thinketh God’s 
Anger hangs over it, and would de/lroy the Soul: 
he makes as if he had Power over the Soul, as if 
IT were HIS; and yet hath not a Hair’s Power, 
unlefs itfelf defpair, and give up itfelf to him; he 
dares not fpiritually either pofl'efs or touch it only 
with the IMAGINATION, through the Com¬ 
plexion, he flips or Jleals into it. 

57. And that is the Caufe why he fo tempteth 
or aflaulteth this Soul ; that the Complexion 
Chamber is Dark or Obfcure ; for he cannot flip 
or infinuate his Imagination * into the Light; he 

mull 

* vix, Into the other three Complexions. 
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muft do that only with or by Man’s Sin : but in 
this Complexion he can do it, it is near [of quality] 
to his Defire, feeing this + Defire maketh Dark- 
nefs or Obfcurity, fo that Fear is therein ; becaufe 
of the raw, crude or rough Earth : Elfe he had no 
Spark of Right more therein or thereto, than in 
the other: He can effect no more with tbe Imagi¬ 
nation, but to terrify that Man and make him 
doubtful: but if the Soul itfelf doth not defpair, 
and give up itfelf to him; then he bringeth it to 
that, that it might dejlroy itfelf; he dates not de- 
flroy it, unlefs itfelf doth it. 

58. The Soul hath Free will: if it ftandeth be¬ 
fore the Devil , and will not do as he willeth, then 
he hath not fo much Power as to dare to touch the 
outward finful Body : He boafteth himfelf indeed 
of Power, but he is a Liar: If he had Power, he 
would foon fhew it. 

59. But No ! CHRIST hath with his entering 
into Death, into the Dark-Chamber of Death, 
and into HELL, unfhut the Gate to all Souls, 
every one may enter in; The J Devil'st Snare, by 
which he bound and tied the Soul in Adam , is be¬ 
come broken § on the Crofs: O how unwillingly 
doth he here fpeak of the Crofs; it is a || Pejlilence 
to him, if it be done earneftly. 

60. The Devil always readily cafteth the Me¬ 
lancholy Man’s Sins before him, and giveth forth, 
that he cannot attain God’s Grace, and therefore 
fhould defpair; ftab, drown, hang, or any other 
Way kill himfelf, that he may get an Accefs or 

C 3 Entrance 

f Or Complexion. $ i Tim. iii. 7. § Col. ii. 14, 15. 

I Hofcaxii. 14. 1 Cor, xv. 54, 55. 
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Entrance into the Soul; For elfe he neither dare 
nor can*touch it. 

61. But if he can bring it about, that it is wil¬ 
ling to do fo, then he is as the Executioner , that 
bindeth a Prifoner and bringeth him to Judgment; 
yet he dares not judge it or deftroy it, unlefe itfelf 
doth it. 

A Receipt for th £ BLACK DEVIL. 

62. XT THEN he tempteth the poor Soul, that 
VV it fhould defpair, a Man Ihould give 
him when he cometh this Receipt to eat: The 
Devil is a Stubborn, Proud, Stately Spirit; and a 
Man cannot refill him more to make him give 
hack, than by taking a cheerful Mind againft him, 
very courageoufly and ftoutly, not to be afraid of 
him; for he hath not the Power of a Straw: do 
butdefpife him, objedl his Fall to him; how he 
was a Bright Angel, and now is become a Black- 
Devil. 

63. When he cometh at firft, difpute not 
with him at all; when he bringeth the Regifter or 
Catalogue of Sins, and pretends his Power over 
thee and Accefs to thee, give him at firft no An- 
lwer to that: But when he cometh, and with the 
Imagination ftrikes at the Soul, and calls evil 
Thoughts into thee , and thy Sins before thee, and 
doth as if he would carry thee away in terrible 
Lightening; then take to thee a courageous Mind 
againft him, faying. Whence doji thou come , thou * 
Black Wretch ? I thought thou hadit been in Hea¬ 
ven 

* Sehwarthans, 
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ven among the Angels, how Cornell thou driven 
thence, and loadejl thyfelf with the Regifter or 
Catalogue of God’s Anger; I thought thou hadft 
been a Prince in Go.d ; how art thou then be- _ 
come his Executioner ? Is fo fair an Angel become 
a Have Executioner ? Fye upon thee ! what hall 
thou to do here with me? Away to Heaven to the 
Angels if thou art God’s Servant: Fye on thee, 
pack hence thou Slave Executioner: go to thy 
own Angels, thou haft nothing to do here: *This 
Receipt he eateth readily, it ferveth for his Health, 

64. But if he will not give back, but will Fill 
read on the Regifter or Catalogue of Sins ; then 
ftand boldly before him and fay, Hearken ! Read 
this firft : + The Seed of the Woman Jhall crujh or 
bruife the Serpent’s Head: Canft thou not find it? 
Stay a little ; I will kindle a Light, that you may 
find it: For it ftandeth about the Beginnt^of the 
Bible, where Adam fell into Sin ; then wrote God’s 
Anger firft : J For the Woman’s Seed Jhall crujh or 
bruife thy Head: This is the Second Receipt which 
he readily eateth. 

65. If HE will not yet give back, but faith. 
Thou art a great Sinner ; and haft purpofely com¬ 
mitted this or the other great Sin; alfo kneweji 
well that it was iniquity ; and wouldlt ftill a while 
trim thyfelf with God’s Grace; whereas yet God’s 
Anger is already kindled in thee, and thou now at 
prefent art the Devil’s own. 

66. Thus it enters into the poor Soul from the 
Devil's Imagination, that it is aftaid, and thinfeeth 
thus: Thou art a great Sinner, GOD hath for- 

Jaktn 

* The lit Receipt, f Gen, iii, jj. J The id Receipt, 
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/akin thee becaufc of thy Sins, now will the Devil 
fetch thee away, and make an End of thee, fo 
that it beginneth to Be afraid of him. 

67. Now when he cometh thus; take to thee 
once more a Courageous Mind, out of or from 
CHRIST, again, and fay; I have ftill fomewhat 
for thee, O Devil , that thou mayeft become an 
Angel again, receive it into THEE and fay; 
* The BLOOD of JESUS CHRIST cleanfetb us 
from ALL our SINS ; alfo, + The Son of Man is 
come to feck and to fave that which is lojl. 

68. What would!! thou Devil give for this ; 
That God in thee were become Man, or Incar¬ 
nate? I have always an open Door of Grace into 
THAT: but thou haft Not ; thou art only a Liar : 
pack hence away, thou haft nothing in Me; tho’ 
I am indeed a Sinner, yet Thou art Guilty of it : 
Thou haft wrought the Sin in me, through thy 
Deceit and Treachery : Now take that which is 
THINE; The SIN is THINE ; The SUFFER¬ 
INGS and DYING of JESUS CHRIST is 
MINE : He is therefore become a Man, becaufe 
he will deliver us from Sin: Thou haft wrought 
the Sin in Me, THAT keep for THYSELF; 
and my Lord JESUS CHRIST hath wrought in 
Me the Righteoufnefs, which availeth before 
God; THAT I keep for myfelf; his Suffering 
and Dying for Sin is mine ; J he hath died for my 
Sin which I have committed, and is rifen again in 
his Righteoufnefs; and hath comprifed my Soul 
in his Satisfaction; CHRIST is in me, and I am 

iu 

* 1 John i. 7. f Math, xviii. II. The 3d Receipt. 

% Rem. viri. 34. 
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in him; and my Sin is in Thee , and Thou art in 
Hell. 

69. Scorn him ; faying, Alas ! fair Angel, that 
wouldfl not Jlay one Day in Heaven ; He was a 
Prince, and now loads himfelf with the Regifter 
or Catalogue of Sins with that dirty Sack or Satchel: 
Thou Executioner’s Slave; take away my Sin in 
thy Beggar’s Pouch, thou art only become a Slave 
of Sins, carry them to thy * Lord and Matter ; 
then fhould I be free of them, and then would 
Chrift’s Merit's, continue to me. 

70. Chrift faid, f My Sheep are in my Hands , 
and none can pluck them out from me ; the Father who 
hath given them to me is Greater than All. 

71. Thou fair Angel; how art thou become a 
Bearer of the Wallet of Sins ; of a Prince a Beg¬ 
garly Slave: Hence with the Sack of Sins ! and 
take mine alfo with thee ; thou needeft nothing 
but Sins ; thou haft no Part in my Soul: If thou 
CANST, devour me, here I ftand. 

72. But hearken; I have a Mark or Sign in 
me ; that is the Sign of the CROSS ; J On which 
Chrift few Sin and Death-, and deftroyed the Hell 
of the Devils-, and bound him in God’s Anger t 
Swallow that alfo with it, THEN thou wilt be an 


Angel again, 

73. Let not thy Thoughts difpute with him; 
neither be thou afraid of him ; be courageous and 
bold, whether it be by Day or by Night, he dare 
do nothing, though thou fcorneft him in the moft 

horrible 


* The Anger of God, whofe Servant the Devil is, *f* John 
(. »7,18,19, 30, J Heb. ii, 14. 
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horrible Manner, ifbegiveth thee Caufe ; elfe fcorn 
him not. J 

74. If he cometh not with Terror and Affright- 
ment, then he is not there : but it is the Soul’s be¬ 
ing afraid of the dark AbylTe; which is afraid be- 
u f* Gods A nger: Often it thinketh , when 

the Melancholy Complexion becometh kindled 
with, the fierce Wrathfulnefs of the Conftetiation > 
that the Devil is there; but he is NOT. 

75 , _J^hen he cometh, he cometh either with ' 
great Terror or as an Angel, fo lovingly as a 
fawning Dog. 

. 76. If he cometh in the Dark, and thou be¬ 
ing in a dark Place, and terrifieihthee ; depart not 
fiom the 1 lace for him, do not fly before hint; he 
is not of fuch validity, that a Man Ihould <rive 
Way for him. 

77. Scorn him in the Darknefs, and fay, Art 
thou there ? 1 thought thou hadft been an Angel of 
Tight ; but thou flandefl there * leering in the 
Dark, as a Thief: there are many othe° Places 
for thee, where there is more Stink than here ; 
feeing thou goeft about feeking after the Stink of 
Sin-, but provoke him not, that he may not get an 
Opportunity againfl: thee. 

78. A Courageous Man, that doth not flinch from 
him, he doth not eafily terrify; efpecially if he 
refifleth and fcorneth him ; for he is proud, and 
would always fain be Lord and Mafter: If a Man 
will not give Way, and depart for him that 
makes him weary , and he will not flay there; but 
if he goeth away from thence with a.Stink-, then 

away 

* gaum. 
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away quickly from thence, and fay, Fye on thee 
thou itinking beggarly Slave, how dolt thou fmell 
of thy Lodging ; it fmells juft thus in a Jakes : he 
will not fuddcnly come again with Terror. 

79. Let thy Mind hold no Manner of Difpute 
with him; he is not worth it; + Image or repre- 
fent but this one only little Text or Saying, thou 
haft enough therein, and needeft no other Com¬ 
fort; which is ,%The BLOOD of JESUS CHRIST 
the SON of GOD maketh us clean from ALL our 
SINS. 

80. Wrap up all thy Thoughts thereinto; let 
no other go forth from thee; let the Devil infiuate 
or fuggelt into thee through his Imagination what 
he will: but think it all Lies what the Devil faith ; 
but that Saying or Text is true ; keep THAT for 
thine, let the Devil fuggeft what he will. 

81. Do not look after much Difpute againft his 
Terror; he is too fubtle or crafty for thee; he 
teareth the firft and beft out of thy Heart, that 
thou fhouldft forget it, or doubt of it; wrap but 
the Soul into that one only Thing; it is Jlrong 
enough to withftand him : if thou wrappeft thy 
Soul thereinto thou mayeft well feoff at him ; he 
cannot touch thee, alfo he will not ftay long : if 
thou doft not give place to him, then he is to his 
other Servants as to Men, become a Scorn , alfo 
before the holy Angels, then he will fly before all 
Things e're you fcorn him. 

82. Repeat that Saying or Text, comprehend it 
in thy Heart: and take to thee a Courageous 

Mind 

+ Imagine, think, or repiefent in thy Mind. J Mattl», 

Jtviii, n, NOTE. 
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Mind againft him; the Spirit which fticketh in 
that Saying or Text will aflift thee well enough : 
tho’ thy Soul tremble before him, yet rejiji him in 
or as to the fierce Wrath ; as if you would lay 
your Life upon it; nothing will hurt you; he 
dares u(e no. Force, neither hath he any, while a 
Man livetb, in this time, he dareth do nothing to 
him. 

83. For CHRIST hath opened the Grace- 
Door ; which ftandeth open to the poor Sinner, 
while he liveth upon the Earth ; that very Grace- 
Door is open in the Soul of Man : CHRIST hath 
broke open the faft Enclofure, which was Ihut in 
God’s Anger, in his Soul. 

84. Now ALL Souls qualify or fympathife in 
ONE, they come ALL out of or from ONE, 
they are together all of them but one only * Tree 
with many Branches: His breaking open is paffed 
upon- all Souls out of or from him, even upon 
Adam, and all along upon the Lofl Man: + The 
Grace-Door ftandeth open to ALL; God hath 
barred it up from none, but thofe who themfehes % 
will IT not: the Mark or Sign of his Entrance 
into the Humanity, is manifefted to ALL Souls; 
and that will alfo be a Witnefs againft the Un¬ 
godly at the Day of Judgment, that he hath con¬ 
temned it. [viz. the Door which is the Grace of 
God innate in the Soul.] 

85. Alfo, § Though our Sins were as red as Bloody 
as Ifaiah faith, yet the Grace-Door ftandeth open 

to 

* John xv. $, f Note, J Or defire it not to be open. 
§ Iia, i, jS. 
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to HIM : for when he turneth or converteth, they 
Jhall become as Wool, white as Snow: Furthermore 
Ifaiah faith, J Can a Mother forget her Child , that 
Jhe Jhould not take Companion on the Son of her Body * 
or Womb: and though Jhe Jhould forget, yet I will not 
forget THEE : For behold , I have Marked or Sign¬ 
ed thee in my Hands: viz. in his Hands pierced 
through with Nails ; and in the Hole of his Side 
he hath Marked or Signed the SOUL of all Souls. 

86. Now if any will not come, and lay himfelf 
therein, but will contemn the Print or Mark of 
CHRIS I ’s Wounds, or fufFcr the Devil to cover 
or obfeure it, he is guilty of himfelf; and tho’ he 
do cover it, yet it ftandeth imprinted in the Great- 
ejl Sinner that is in the World : For Ifaiah faith in 
the Spirit of CHRIST 1 , § Though a Mother Jhould 
forget her Child , which very hardly cometh to pafs } 
yet his Love and Grace fhall not be forgotten. 

87. He hath not forgotten the SOUL, though 
it were Blood red in Sin : for he hath Marked or 
Imprinted it in HIS Blood and Death; not fome 
only, but the Tree, with its Root and Branches: As 
Sin came from One upon All ; fo alfo came the Righte- 
oufnefs through Chrtjl upon All, faith the Apoftle; 

1] As Sin prejfed from One upon All to Death ; fo 
alfo the Righteoujnefs out of Chriji prejfed from One 
upon All to Life. 

88. But that all of them will not is their own 
Fault; they have Free-Will: God willeth that all 
fhould become laved : And Pfal. v. 4. * Thou art 
not a God that willejl Evil ; Ezek. xxxiii. 11. 

D As 

I xlix. 15, 16. § Ifa. xlix. tj. fl Rom. v. 18. 

* Pfai. v. 4. 
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THE 


SECOND CHAPTER. 

Concerning the ‘Temptation from or out of 
the Complexion and the Conjlellation. 

90. JMH E Temptation cometh not all 
from the Devil, efpecially as to 
>8 ft * fo* Melancholy Men ; mod Sorrow or 
Hi Sadnefs cometh from the Imaging 
or Reprefentation of the Soul, when 
it muft ftand in a melancholy Inn or Lodging, 
there it is eafily fad or forrouful, and thinketh 
God hath forgotten or forfaken it, and will not 
have it. 

91. For the Melancholy Complexion is Dark or 
obfeure, it hath no Light of its own as the other 
have; but l.t belongeth not to the Subftance of the 
Soul j it isffiis Time of the Outward Life, only 
the Soul’s Dwelling-Houfe. 

92. Therefore aifo the Soul’s Holinefs and Righ- 
teoufnefs (Jandeth noy in the Complexion, but in 
the Heaven with GOD.: For St. Paul, Philip iii. 
20. * Our Converjation is in Heaven : T his Hea- 

D 2 ven, 

• Phil. iii. 10. 
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ven, where God dwclleth, is not manifeft in the 
Complexion , but in itfelf, in the Second Principle. 

93. It often cometh to pafs, that the mojl Holy 
Souls thus become covered and fad or afRi&ed and 
forrowful: God alfo often permits it fo to be, there¬ 
fore, that they (hould be proved or tried; and 
wreftle for the Triumphant Crown or Noble Gar¬ 
land of Victory. 

'94. For when the Soul getteth the Garland of 
the Holy Spirit with Storming and great Conftancy 
and Perfeverance, then it is much Nobler and 
Brighter, then when it becomeih firjl fet upon 
the Soul, after the Dying of the Body. 

95. For the Revelation of JESUS CHRIST 
faitli, * IVhofoever overcomrth, to him 1 will give 
to fit with me upon my Throne, as 1 have overcome 
and am fet with my Father upon his. Throne : + Alfo, 
IVhofoever overcometh , to him 1 will give to eat of the 
hidden Manna ; and will give him a good TESTI¬ 
MONY ; and with that Tejlimony a New Name 
written, which none knoweth but he that hath re¬ 
ceived it. 

96. Often hath the J Confellation an evil Con¬ 
junction or djpefl, often Darknefs in the Sun, and 
in the Moon ; or an obfeuring or clouding of the 
Sun and Moon. If then Mars calleth his Poifon- 
Rays or infecting Influence thereinto, and that the 
Conjunction cometh to pafs in an Earthly Sign, in 
the Melancholy Chamber; then it terrifieth that 
Soul mightily, which is furrounded or encompafled 
with a Melancholy Complexion ; It fuppofeth 

con- 

,* Rev. iii. 2t. 4 Rev. ii, 17. 4 The Inward Conftelht- 

tion in the Complexion. 
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continually that the fierce wrathful Anger of God 
or the Devil is there, who cometh, and would 
fetch away the Soul. 

97. For it feeleth in the Complexion the Poifon 
Rays of Mars ; moreover it feeth that it is in 
a Dark or Obfcure Inn or Lodging ; and then it 
thinketh God hath rejected or Reprobated it; he 
will not have it, efpecially when it imagineth or 
fearcheth into the Complexion, fo that it eateth of 
the Poifon of Mars , and bloweth up its Fire-Life 
therewith : then there is great bitter Anxiety and 
Fear of the Devil and God’s Anger in it. 

98. And it fpeculateth and thinketh or furmi- 
feth ; * God bath not f forefeen or defied IT in 
CHRIST, to Eternal Life, it is fo dejedted that it 
J dare not lift up its Countenance to God; but thinkr 
eth continually, IT is one of the greateft of Sin¬ 
ners, and that the Grace-Door is (hut: And yet 
in Tiuth tin's is nothing elfe but the Phantafy of or 
from § the Conjiellation in the Complexion, wherein 
the Soul vexeth or tormenteth itfelf. 

99. Now when the Spirit of the Great World 
or Macrocofme, with the Conjiellation of the Stars, 
is come forth || therein: It driveth on its Juggling 
Sport in it, and brin^eth wonderful Phantafies 
thereinto; fo that the Soul dejedleth or afflidleth 
and tormenteth itfelf, and the outward Spirit ilfo 
at length totally kindleth itfelf in the Earthly 
Source or Quality: whence the Wheel in the 
Center of Nature becometh whirling about, fo that 

D 3 the 

* Rom. viii. 29. -f- Or Prcdeftinated. J Lukexviii. 13. 

$ Notct The Conftellation here mentioned is inward in the Micro- 
cofme, not outward in the Macrocofme. || Note, 
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the Spirit cannot apprehend or comprehend and 
retain or preferve the Thoughts or Senfes ; which is 
Phrenfy, Madnefs and Phanatiquenefs, and many 
times befalleth Melancholy People. 

100. And when the Devil feeth that , he infinu- 
ates his Imagination thereinto, and perplexeth the 
Soul much more, hut he hath no Authority or 
Power, only the anxious Source or Quality is the 
Source or Quality of his Life: he is very readily 
prefent with it; for he is, without that, an Enemy 
of Mankind. 

101. Therefore none that is tempted from Sor¬ 
row or Sadnefs Ihould image or represent to him- 
felf, when this tempteth him through the Com¬ 
plexion, that it is from the Disfavour and Anger 
of God ; for it is a Phantafy from the Complexion 
and Cenjiellation. 

\OZ. For Men fee very well, that the wnrft 
and mojl fatted Swine of the Devil , that wallow 
every Day and Hour in Sin, are NOT fo fad, 
forrowful and aflaulted, or tempted and afflicted : 
and the Caufe is, they have an Outward Light in 
the Complexion, wherein they Dance to the * Devil 
in the Form of an Angel: But fo long as there is 
the leaf! Spark in Man, which doth + deftre the 
Grace of GOD, and would fain become faved 5 
fo long God's Grace-Door is open. 

103. For he that is forfaken or rejected of God, 
whofc Meafure is FULL, he regarded] neither 
God nor Man, nor the Devil neither, at all: he is 
ftark Blind, and goeth vainly up and down with - 
out Fear: he hath an outward Cu/iomary Round in 

his 

* 2 Cor. xi. 14. f That is Defire to cxercife the Grace of God, 
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his Worfhip and Service of God : A Bcaft goeth 
into the Sanctuary, and a Beall goeth out from 
thence again ; there is no Divine Experimental 
Knowledge, only Conceit, Opinion, Fictions and 
Cuftom, and THAT he accounts for HIS Holi- 
nefs. 

104. Whereby the Melancholy Mind may 
know, that God doth not fo manifeft his Anger, 
in this Life; for although the Ungodly is punished 
in this Life, yet he accounts it as a Thing that is 
done by Chance and by Mijhap. 

105. For IJaiah faith in the Perfon and Spirit of 
CHRIST, l He will not break the Bruifcd Reed, 
nor put out the Glimmering or Smoking Tinder or 
Flax; Alfo Matth. xi. 28, 29. § Come to me all that 
are weary and heavy laden, his Yoke is even H THIS ; 
what Nature bringeth to the poor Soul, whether 
Temptation, Pcrfecution, Cares, Troubles, Ne- 
ceflitics, Afflictions or Sicknefs, Men fliould only 
bear it with Patience, and caft themfelves into his 
Love and Mercy , it hurteth not the Soul at all, it 
is in Truth rather much the better for it. 

106. For while it ftandeth in the Houfe of Sor¬ 
row or Sadnefs, it is not in the Houfe of Sin, or 
in the State, Pomp, and Pleafure of the World : - 
God holdeth it therewith, in a Rejlraint from the 
finful Pleafure of this World : But if it muft a lit<- 
tle while forrow and lament, what is that ? How 
foon will it be relealed from the Houfe of Sadnefs, 
and put on the Vifimous Crown of Eternal Joy ? 

107. O Eternity, thou art very long : what is 
it that a Soul muft a little while be forrowful, and 

after- 

J list, xlii. 3. Maltl), lii, ao. § Matt]), xi. 28, *9. H NOTE, 
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afterwards have Eternal Joy ? for * He will wajb 
away all Tears from their Eyes: Only as long as 
there is never <0 little a Spark in the Soul which 
panteth or longeth after God, fo long is God’s Spi¬ 
rit IN that little Sparkle. 

108. For that a Man defireth and panteth after 
God ; that cometh not from Man, it is -f- the Draw¬ 
ing of the Father in his Son JESUS CHRIST to 
him : The Holy Spirit is the Divine Defire itfelf: 
no Man can defire God without his Spirit; THAT 
itfelf IS, in the Defire and retaineth the Will of 
the Defire in God, fo that the poor Soul is pre¬ 
fer ved. 

109. Saint Paul faith, % TVe know not what we 
Jhould /peak before God when we pray ; The Spirit of 
God helpeth us mightily with Sighs and Groans unut¬ 
terable, according as it pleafeth God: Why fhould 
we then long doubt of his Grace, when as he is 
more willing to receive us to Grace, than we are 
to come to him ? 

110. See what he did to the || Loft Prodigal 
Son, who had confumed his Father’s Inheritance or 
Portion, with the fatted Swine of the Devil, and 
was become a naked J.linking Swineherd when he faw 
him, that he had turned to him again, how he fell 
about his Neck and kiffed him, faying. This is my 
dearly beloved Son whom I had lojl, he is come again ; 
he was dead and is become living ; how he commanded 
to make ready, and to rejoice with himfelffor his Son 
that ~was Evil: As CHRIST further teacheth. 
That § there is more Joy in the Kingdom of Heaven 

among 

* Rev. vii. 17, Chap, xxi. 4. Ifa. xxv. 8. f joh. vi. 45. 

1 Rom. viii. 16, 27. || Luke xv. 11, 13. 15, 20, 23,24. 

$ Luke xv. 7. 
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among the Angels of God, for one Sinner that Re- 
penteth, than for Ninety-nine Righteous that need no 
Repentance. 

in. The loft prodigal Son is the poor fmful 
Man, when he acknotu/edgetb himfelf that he hath 
been a great Sinner, and purpofeth to turn to 
God’s Mercy ; then thus our dear Father in Chrift 
meeteth him; and thus receiveth him with great 
Joy, and the Angels and holy Souls in Heaven re¬ 
joice exceedingly, that once a dear Soul of a dear 
Brother is come to them out of the Houfe of Sin > 
out of Death. 

112. A fad forrowful Soul perplexeth itfelf and 
is troubled about this, that it cannot awaken great 
Joy in the Heart in its Defire; it figheth, lametrt- 

■ eth and thinketh God will have none of it; be- 
caufe it can feel nothing thereof: it looketh on 
other Men and feeth them cheerly and merry ; who 
are in the like Balance or Condition with itfelf, 
fearing God ; then it thinketh, that very Joy 
ftandcth in God’s Power, but itfelf is not accepted 
before God; God will not have it, it will needs 
feel God in the Heart. 

113. Before the 'rime of my Knowledge it was 
juft fo with me } I lay in hara Strife till I obtained 
my Noble Garland; then I firft learned to know, 
how God duielleh not in the outward flelhly Heart, 
but in the Center of the Soul in himfelf. 

114. And then I firft * perceived inwardly and 
intimately, that God had thus drawn me in the 
Defire, but I underflood it not before j I thought 
the Defire was my proper own, and that God was 

fat 

* And before I was aware. Ward icb dtjjin inre* 


\ 


Digitized by www.JaneLead.org . 












The Four Complexions by Jacob Behmen 

Jane Lead Edition, 1701 


( 34 ) 

far Jiflant from US; after that I faw and rejoiced 
in this, that God is fo gracious, and do write it 
for an Example to others, not in the leaf! to de- 
fpaii, when Comfort ftayeth and is deferred; ac¬ 
cording to the Pfalm of f David % If thou Jiaye/i 
even till Night and till the Morning, he. 

115. It hath come to pafs fo with the greateji 
Saints, that they mull often wrejlle for the Noble 
Garland; none will be crowned therewith, unlefs 
he wrcftle for it. 

116. Indeed it is depofited, or laid up or by, or 
laid afide in the Soul ; but it lieth in the Second 
Principle j the Soul ftandeth in the Firft j if it will 
put that on in this Life-time, then it mu ftwref/e 
for it: but if it do not attain it in this World, yet 
it obtaineth it after this Life-time, in the laying off 
of § this Earthly 'Tabernacle ; For Chtiftfaith, || lie 
of good Comfort ; 1 have overcome the World: Alfo, 
In me ye have Peace, in the World Anxiety and 

- Trouble. 

117. The Noble or Precious PEARL lieth in 
many a tempted troubled Mind, very much nearer 
than in thofe that fuppofe they have comprehended 
it; but it hideth itfelf. 

Den wo er ift am beften mit 
Da will er’s nicht entdecken. 

For where it is, at mofl and belt, 

There t'will not, that, difcover. 

But though it feemeth as if it would not, but re- 
fujeth to appear, let not that terrify any Soul. 

118. It 

t Pf»l ***• 5. t Then Joy cometh. ' § eCor.v. ». 

U John xvi. 33, 
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118. It hideth itfelf therefore, that the Soul 
fhould knock and feek. For Chrift faith, * Seek, 
and then ye Jhall find ; knock, and then it will be opened 
unto you : f My Father will give the Holy Spirit to 
them that ajk him for it: Let God’s Promife be ac¬ 
counted moji ajjured to thee; and tho’ thy Heart 
faith clearly no to it, yet be not thou diffuaded 
from it. 

i ig. For that is not believing; that a Man re- 
ceiveth into his fiejhly Heart Joy in the Outward 
Complexion, fo that the Mind in the Flelh is chear- 
ful and merry, fo that Heart and Reins tremble 
for Joy; this indeed is not yet FAITH : That is 
only the Holy Spirit’s Love-Beams or Rays, a 
Divine Glimps or Afpeft, that is not conllant or 
Heady. 

120. For God dwelleth not in the outward 
Heart, nor Complexion, but in himfelf, in the 
Second Center, in the Jewel of the precious Noble 
Image , of the Similitude of God : this is hidden 
in the Outward World. 

iax. The Right Faith is, that the Spirit of the 
Soul, with its Will, with the Defire, enter into, and 
DESIRE that, which it neither feeth nor feeleth. 

122. Underftand; The Soul, as to what be¬ 
longs barely to itfelf, ftandeth not in this Time ; 
fo alfo it doth not fend the fubtile Will-Spirit, 
which originateth out of its Fire-Life thereinto : in 
that very Will-Spirit the Pearl becometh received 
or conceived, fo that the Soul’s Fire doth no more 
afterwards continue or remain in the Defire. 

123. For 

* Luke xi. 9, 10, -f- 13. 
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123. For fo long as the Pearl remaineth in the 
TFill-Spirit, fo long the Defers is in the Soul ; for 
that little Pearl is a Sparkle of the Divine Love, it 
is the Drawing of the Father in his Love. 

124. The Soul (hould ftand firfn in its Defire, 
though the outward from or out of the dark Com¬ 
plexion faith utterly NO, God is not there, for 
then there would alfo be no Defire or Will after 
him : 'For where God is not in the Will-Spirit, 
there it is as it were blind and dead to God.-. It 
defireth not God, it liveth in Opinions and Sup- 
pofitions, It regardeth not the Dejire * after God ; 
it is only a fubtile Skill or eminent Faculty above 
other Hearts, becaufe the Soul is higher dignified 
than they. 

125. Therefore a forrowful Heart fhould by no 
Aleans fuft’er the Complexion to image or imprint on 
its Heart, that God is not there prefent, or will 
not have it for His, elfe the Soul-eateth of fuch 
Imaging or Reprefentation, and becometh for¬ 
rowful and fad. 

126. It is a great Sin, that the Mind trufteth 
fuch a Phantafy into the Heart: For the Soul, 
which is a Noble Creature out of GOD’s Nature, 
becometh perplexed or anxious therein ; the Phan- 
tafy kindleth the Soul’s Fire, fo that it burneth in 
fuch a fmarting painful Source or Quality. 

127. Dear Mind, think no otherwife, when 
the Anguilh of the Complexion is kindled from or 
by the Confiellation, but that it proceedeth from 
thence, that thou then rtandert in \ God’s Vineyard ; 

thou 

* Or to be like him, as he would have us be, in Mercifulnefs, See, 
+ Matth. xx, 1, 3, 6. 
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thou fliouldft Labour and not Jland Idle and be 
Lazy ; for thou doll God great Service thereby, 
and thy Labour is, that thou overcome!! in be¬ 
lieving, tho’ perhaps no Comfort appear to thee in 
thy outward Heart; be not deceived. 

128. That is not Faith that I fee; but that is 

FAll H, that I truft the bidden Spirit, and believe 
its WORD, and that I would rather lofe my Life 
than not believe ITS Promife : he wreftleth rightly 
With God, as Jacob did the whole Night,, who 
neither feeth nor feeleth any thing, and yet' truft- 
cth or relieth upon the PROMISED WORD, he 
overcometh God; according; as it was faid to 
Jacob, * Thou bajl wrijlled with God and Man, and 
bnjl prevailed. < 

129. But thou afkeft What WORD is THAT? 

Avfwer. It is THIS, f My Father will give the 

Holy Spirit to them that ajk him for it. THAI', it 
is of which the Mouth of CHRIST himfelf hath 
fpoken, faying: When 1 HAT cometh, J it will 
If ad you into all Truth: For it will receive of mine t 
and make it known unto you. 

1 130. But that you may NOT doubt that it is 
certainly fo, that the Temptation and Dejection 
cometh only out of the Complexion , 1 will fet an 
Example before you, which may happen to a 
fier y or Chojerick Complexion, alfo much more to 
a Melancholy or Earthly one. 

131. If thou walkeft In any dark and difmat 
Place in the Night thou art, efraid, arid thinkeft 
cqnfinually there is fomewhat therein theDark 
that m*y terrify or affright THEE.- ^hat Hind 

* r k * ojF 

;; * Gen. xxxii. *8. f Luke xi. 13. J John. xvT. 13. i 4 . ' ' 
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of Fear is this ? Is the Flefli afraid ? NO, then it 
would not go thither: the poor Captive Soul in 
the Flelh is afraid in the Darknefs ; it hath al¬ 
ways an Expedition that the Devil will lay hold 
on Thee ; for it knoweth that he dwelleth in the 
Darknefs; and indeed the Fear is, that the Devil 
will lay hold on Thee ; by which it may well be 
difeerned, that the Fear cometh from the Phan- 
tafy. 

132. Thus it goeth alfo with the poor Soul, in 
a conftant continually Dari Com\>\tx\on-Chamber, 
it is io defperately terrified, in that it mull dwell in 
the dark Obfcurity, and is always afraid of the 
Devil , and of God’s Anger . 

Advice concerning Melancholy, one of the 
Four Complexions. 



dom ue aiouc, uui r - r , . . 

and difeourfe familiarly; then the Soul .magethor 



! 0 A»fn this Man (hould not read fuch Wri- 
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it aright; as the High Tongue of the Holy Spirit 
underjiandeth it, and hath fet it down ; as in our 
other Writings it is fufficiently declared. 

135. He lhould not ufe very many Sorts of 
Writings, but hold fingly to the SCRIP TURES ; 
therein he may find enduring Heady Comfort. 

136. But if he be indued from God, with a 
Deep Mind and Thoughts , fo that the Soul cannot 

forbear fearching ; then let him in the Fear of God, 
with conjiant Prayer , lay himfelf upon or to the 
Center of Nature, that he may fearch THAT, 
and then the Soul putteth itfelf into REST : tor 
it feeth its own Ground, or Foundation, and fo all 
Fear, Sorrow, and Sadnefs, fuddenly vanilh away 
from it. 

137. Of this I knowhow to fpeak and fay, 
what Kind of Light and eftablifhing or Confitmo¬ 
tion it is to HIM, who findeth out the Center of 
Nature ; but no own-felf Reafon attaineth it. God 
indeed barreth it up from none, but it mull be 
found in the Fear of God, with ftriving, holding 
out, or perfeverance and praying : for it is the 
greateft Jewel in this World ; whofoever findeth 
it, he cometh OUT from BABEL. 

138. A Melancholy Mind fbould with great Ear- 
neftnefs beware of Drunkennejs , that the Soul be¬ 
come not loaded too very hard with earthly Power 
or Virtues; * for when the Body thus burtheneth 
itfelf with Drink, then the earthly Power of the 
Drink taketh the Complexion Chamber totally in; 
and then the Soul imagineth therein or according 
to it: it eateth the Earthly Source or Quality, and 

E 2 kindleth 

• Sec the three Point?, Vcrfe, 29, concerning tijt Sou?, 
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kindleth its Fire therewith; and rejoiccth or re- 
frelheth itfclf fomewhat therein. 

139. But when that Virtue or Power falleth 
again and ceafeth, that is when that Man be- 
cumeth fiber again after his Drink ; then is the 
poor Soul as it were rejected or accurfed : for it 
loieth in the overflowing Earthly Source or Qua¬ 
lity the Divine Imagination or Defire. 

14c. For God’s Spirit will not dwell in the 
Earthly Imagination : ami then there beginneth 
Sorrow and Lamentation in the Soul; and it is 
with it as if it were rejected or accurfed ; God’s 
Anger doth fo fet itfelf againft it, as if that would 
Call it into the Root, into the Center , in the Dark - 
nefs ; and there the Soul is in an Agony , and after¬ 
wards feeketh for Pot-Companions again, that it 
might yet have its Fools Jolity and Sport: whence 
it cometh that the Pot-Companions join one Day 
to another, and throw their Soul’s into God’s An¬ 
ger and Difpleafure : This I fpeak faithfully, as I 
have highly known it in the Center of Nature, and 
in the Principle or Beginning of Life. 

141. The Melancholy Soul fhould beware of An¬ 
ger : Anger is its greateft Poifon, and bringeth Mad- 
Jtefs or the Phrenfy, as is very clearly to be known 
hi the Center: For the Melancholy Chamber is 
Crude or Rotigb, and is like the Wild Earth, and 
is very wade and barren; it hath very weak hold 
4 n the IVheel of Nature. 

142. Now if it happerieth that the fierce wrath¬ 
ful Fire moveth itfelf too vehemently, then goeth 
the Wheel of Nature in the Sound, as Men fee 

that 

f NOTE. HOTE. 
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that the Body trembleth: and then if the Com¬ 
plexion-Chamber be fo wade or void without Sub- 
ftance, the Wheel cannot cafily flop itfelf again, 
and the Thoughts cannot be comprehended ; but 
all goeth together one among another very fierily 
and fierce wrathfully ; as is to be feen in the Mad 
Phrantick Perfons, that the Mind cannot appre¬ 
hend the Thoughts, neither doth it know what it 
fpeaketh and doth, as when the Wheel goeth : 
The Devil alfo readily bringeth his Imagination 
into it, fo that oftentimes great Evil is committed. 

143. This Wheel ftandeth indeed in the Out¬ 
ward Spirit; but the poor Soul eateth then alfo 
thereof; and it fareth terribly with it: yet a Man 
fhould condemn no Soul in this Life-time; for the 
Sign of the Crofs flandeth yet in it, with the Open 
Door of Grace. 

144. The Melancholy Chamber fhould beware 
of Covetoufnefs ; and indeed with Earneflnefs go out 
from it, for it is as hurtful to it as the Anger. 

145. Covetoufnefs is an Earthly Defire; this 
Complexion alfo is Earthly, and the right Cham¬ 
ber of it very empty or void and wafle : and then 
or therefore the Defire draweth the Earthly Sub- 
flance into the wade void Chamber, and filleth it 
with fuch dark Matter; wherein fticketh meer 
fierce Wrath, and the Anger of God ; together 
with Faljhood and Unrighteoufnejs, and Evil Mat¬ 
ters or Subftantiality, according to the Earthly 
Property, and that maketh the Complexion (feeing 
neverthelefs it is an Earthly Defire) to be at length 
totally Earthly: of which then the poor Soul eat¬ 
eth with its Imagination, and feeleth then in its 

£ 3 Fire- 
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Fire-burning the ftern or fevere Judgment of God, 
who is angred and enraged again ft the Faljhood 
and Unrighteoufnefs ;as indeed in the Covetoufnefs 
fuch bafe evil Matter is together introduced. 

146. Now when the poor Soul thus findeth it- 
felf in God’s Anger, It beginneth to doubt and to 
defpair : For it feeth nothing encompaffig it, but 
ffieer Evil, Earthly Faljhood and Unrighteoufnefs, 
whence only God’s Anger kindleth itfelf. 

This is faithfully Revealed or Manifejled to You. 

147. For a Melancholy Mind, there is nothing 
better then to lead a ftmple, plain and temperate 
Life , without Pride, in a mean Condition, as 
much as may be ; yea a fober, temperate, moderate 
Life, not to be loaden with Great Cares ; but if 
they muft of Neceflity be, the Fear of God and 
Prayer Jhouldbegin all, and then it is FIT, in ALL 
Conditions. 

148. For in the Melancholy Chamber great 
Counfel may be found : It is open, and fo far as 
It keepeth fober and moderate, it goeth or reacheth 

• as deep as the Sanguine Chamber: but without the 
Fear of God it attaineth only the outward Reafon, 
it raifeth the greateft Evil in the whole World; if 
it be open and in a Saturnine Sign, which then is 
its Lord, it buildeth Babel and all Deceit and 
Fraud; it is very mighty Potent, inafmuch as it 
is forrowful and vexed. 

149. Therefore, if any know himfelf to be un¬ 

der this Complexion, let him begin nothing without 
Prayer: Let him commit and commend before- 
* hand 
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hand, his Heart, Thoughts and Mind, his Wil¬ 
ling and Doing into the Holy Hands of the Moft 
High; and pray or defire him, that he would be 
the Ruler and Governor in all his Willing and 
Doing, and fo he may effedf and bring much Good 
to pals; without this, none fitting in any Office, 
and ftanding in this Chamber, CAN bring forth 
any thing that is good or well-pleafing and ac¬ 
ceptable to God. 

Thus for the Advice concerning the Melan¬ 
choly , one of the Four Complexions; the other 
Three , the Cbolcrkk, Sanguine , and Phlegmaticky 
are in the following Chapter. 
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TiMT 


T H E 


THIJtD CHAPTER. 

jidvice concerning the other Three Com¬ 
plexions, Cholerick, Sanguine and 
Phlegmatick: The Melancholy is in 
the foregoing Chapter. 

An Univerfal Looking-Glafs, wherein 
every one may lee himfelf. 

It is written very briefly , only as it is 
reprefented from or out of GOD’s 
Grace. 

Of the Cholerick. 

Man who hath his bell 
iBj Treafure, the noble or precious 
d Soul, Handing in a Cholerick- Houfe, 
fhould above all Things exercife 
himfelf in Humility , or elfe he 
ftandeth in great Danger: he fhould do well to 
pour Water into the Pire, that his Noble Image 
be not kindled or inflamed in him, for it affordeth 
great Pride, Arrogancy, Sternefs and hafty An¬ 
ger, 
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ger, and is therefore very much exalted, fcatcd 
and fet aloft, but not heartily beloved, unlefs the 
Water of God, viz. the Noble Humility, come 
into the Fire ; then it defervcth to be beloved, and * 
giveth forth the full or Nat.ife fhining Glance or 

I5r. For this Chamber hath a fhining Glance 
or Luftre of its own, in the outward Nature ; in¬ 
deed it is not commonly humble, unlefs it have 'Ju- 
piter in the Sign of Life, or Venus-, yet it hath 
under Venus, its Devil, which plagueth it Day 
and Night with UnchaJ/ity. 

152. And I fay, for a Warning, that there is 
great Danger in this Complexion, much greatib 
than in the Melancholy : For here the Devil 
cometh in an Angelical Form of Light: In a Fire- 
Glance or Luftre indeed he tickleth the poor Soul, 
fo that it helpeth itfelf with the Glance or Luftre 
of the Fire; and becometh flout furly and bold, 
or prefumptuous; ALL is little regarded by it: it 
bites very eafily at the Bait of Sin. 

1 53. Swearing, Curfing, and vain fcurrilous 
Difcourfe, which runs contrary, and is againft 
the NAME of GOD, and propbaneth or unha!- 
loweth it in the SOUL, is riot feldom but frequent 
in this Chamber: the Fire’s fierce wrathful Ef* 
fence holds back or fhuts up the Mind, that it 
very hardly entereth into God’s Love and Meek- 
ttefs, efpecially into right Abftinence and into Re¬ 
pentance. 

154. It is continually wilfully obftinate in An¬ 
ger, Men muft ftand in F'ear of it, if it happen 
that it gocth into an Earthly Sign-, then from its 

own 
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own Form or Inclination, it doth not much that 
is good and ferviceablc, or for the Honour and 
Glory of God. 

155. Therefore if any hath his beft Treafure 
lying herein, he (hould have a Care what he doth, 
and how or in what Manner he liveth\ For the 
poor Soul fets or puts its Imagination thereinto, 
and becometh therewith kindled or inflamed; it 
is not eafily aware that it fitteth in the Anger of 
God in the Hellijh Fire; till that awaken, or till 
it be bereaved of the outward Fire-Glance or 
Lurtre in the Complexion with or by the DYING 
of the Body : and then it is a proud fierce wrath-, 
ful Devil, and mull even fit, dwell, or remain in 
the DarkneJ). 

156. Therefore now it is good, that fuch a one 
do not , himfclf\ ftrive after might or power and 
honour, but if T hat be caft upon "him, that he 
fuffer not his Mind to look thereinto or gaze upon 
it: For it hath a proud ftubborn Malignant wicked 
Fire-Eye : Diligent Praying is here very neceflary. 

157. The Soul becometh here eafily enjlamed 
or kindled, fo that it receiveth Joy, but common, 
out of the Fire’s Complexion in the Fire’s Light, 
and then it fuppofeth it is God’s Spirit: But NO: 
God’s Spirit cometh altogether with great Meek- 
nefs and Humility, when it revealeth or manifefteth 
itfelf IN the Soul. 

158. O what a Triumph doth THAT bring in 
the Fire-Complexion in the Soul, if 1 HAT ap- 
peareth ! but that is now become very rare in 
Man, the Complexion continually remaineth Lord 
and Mailer. 

159. There- 
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icq . Therefore be advijid or warned, be hum¬ 
ble, prefs diligently after Meeknef in Word and 
Deed, then cannot the Complexion fo eafily in¬ 
flame or kindle the Soul: For God loveth an hum¬ 
ble Heart. , , _ . 

160. Thou art not in regard of thy Complexion 
at all the farther from God, only look to it, that 
thou abufe or mifufe IT not; let ALL be done to 
the Honour and Glory of God, and then Nothing 
hurteth thee : but break thou the WILL thereof. 

Of the Sanguine. 

161. rpHOU may eft lead thy Life alfo accord- 
I ing to it, and thyfelf in this Complexion 
not afford an Hypocrite ; with thy wide Search¬ 
ing thou findeft much : See that thou doft not in¬ 
troduce Stubble and Straw into the Sanguine Cham¬ 
ber, and yet fuppofe it is the holy Spirit; for thou 
haft alfo in the Complexion a fhining Light, it is 
indeed humane; but look to it, bring not Earthh- 
nejs thereinto. ' 

162. A fober, temperate and moderate Life is 
good for thee; beware of Drunkennefs, elfe thou 
wilt fall to thy Enemy into his Arms : For thou 
lovejl much , beware thou doft not love Unchajhty 
And Pride or State. 

163. And although thou art humble or gentle of 
Nature, yet Pride may very eafily be brought into 
thee,:.for thou carrieft about thee the Houfe of all 
ike ih itrs, as the Air and upper Water doth. 

■ 164. If thou wilt enter into the Fear of God, 
and rightly put thyfelf thereinto, then mayeft thou- 
1 very 
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very well find the Great Myftery, Myjlerium 
Magnum ; but not of thvfelf, but through GOD- 
only thou haft an Open Chamber to it; therefore 
have a Care what thou giveft to thy SOUL for 
Food : for there is nothing foGood but it may be¬ 
come Evil, if any Evil Thing cometh into it. 

165. But that Men defpife, difefteem or (if 
vegard THEE, let that pafs, and truft in God; 
this happeneth to thee many times for the Sake of 
th yftmple Form or Gencl e ModeJi Behaviour; keep 
what thou haft, and ufe not much Jlrange Skill or 
Ingenuity, and then thou bringeft NOT into thy 
Noble Houfe a ftrange Spirit. 



Beflcr alhie leiden Spot, 

Als na,ch diefem Leven Noth. 



Better here to fujfer Scorn , 

Then after this Life be forlorn . 


1 66. If thou overwhelmeft thy/elf with Drunken- 
nefs, then will the Devil introduce much Evil and 
Mifchief into thee, in that tender delicate Hopfe, 
for ,H is a vexation to him he hath n q peculiar 
Bofieilion therein, but o.nly in or by ,the: Intro¬ 
duction of Sin. 

167. A fimple, plain, quiet Life were very gpod 

for thee, but thpu art of too wide a reach, and 
findeft or inventeft many Thing?, and g^eft 
THAT alfo away for -Nothing, as the Air doth, :, 
but look to it, what thou letteft IN, and‘' b '-yeft 
I ORTH, that it be not from the Influence or 
Foundation of the Stars, but born or generated, 
•1.7 from 
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from GOD; elfe thou wilt both deceiv: ?nd be 
deceived. 


Of the Phlecmatick. 

i 68. Cr'R UTH and Righteoufncfs were a Noble 
•* or Precious Medicine in THEE, for elfe 
thou ftickeft freely full of Lies, and regardeft little 
what thou giveft forth or receive!! in: Thou poor 
Soul haft here a dangerous Way to go through 
the Sea of Mifery in this Complexion, thou wilt 
always be defiled with the Abomination of Words 
and Deeds. 

169. JPater hath a clear Luftre or Tranfpa-ettcv 
in itfelf, and giveth a Reflexion, yet is but a falfe. 
Looking-Glafs: thus hath the poor Soul in this 
Complexion a very untrue or deceitful Looking- 
Glafs ; for the Water taketh All into it, whether 
it be Evil ox Good ; it retaineth it, and darkeneth, 
dimmeth, or obfeureth itfelf therewith; and fo it 
goeth alfo with this Complexion: It taketh all the 
Poifon-Beams or R.ays of the Stars into itfelf, and 
fetteth them before the poor captive Soul for a 
Looking-Glafs ; at which Bait it then bites', and 
fets that on work in the Body, whatfoever in the 
Complexion is but a * Magic Looking-Glafs. 

170. O what good fweet Words, like fweet 
Water, are given by it without Money, yet min¬ 
gled full of bitter Gall from the Stars : there is no 
Manner of Deceit fo great as this: Lies are the 
Mantle or Cloak, and Elypocrify, with the Glimps 
or Shining of a Looking Glals ; to make a Shew,' 

* Similitude in a Looking-Glafs# 
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to be teen, how %ood Chriflians there are in Babel; 
is, and will needs be accounted the Service and 
Worlhip of God. 

171. Thou findeft or percciveft not, that thou 
doft wrong ; but if a Man come near thee with a 
little Sparkle, then it is plainly feen in thy Look- 
ing-GIafs : It were well to counfel thee, that thou 
wouldft know and acknowledge, how continual a 
Sinful Man thou art: thou Ihouldft do well to en¬ 
ter into right fincere Repentance, and deftre or pray, 
to GOD for the Guidance and Government of 
his holy Spirit, that the Evil AfFe£lions or In¬ 
fluences of the Conjlellation may be broken, and be 
held in with a Bridle, that the Soul fhould not 
take in fuch Things, and fo become a Fool. 

172. Alfo a * fiber moderate Life would be 
Health and Soundnefi to thee ; continual watching 
and praying and conftantly to be in the Fear of 
GOD, turneth away all Evil that proceeds from 
the Conjlellation: he that liveth according to the 
Conjlellation, he liveth like All Bcafis: but when a 
Man-imageth or imprints the Fear of God in his 
Hfeart, then the SOUL becometh a LORD over 
the outward Life, and compelleth that under Obe¬ 
dience ; but if that be not done, then is the Com¬ 
plexion Mailer and Conduftor of the Soul: tho' 
indeed it cannot in its own Strength or Power rule 
or govern the Soul; yet it fetteth its Elementary 
and Starry Looking-Glafs before the Soul; where- 
unto the Soul gazeth, and fuffereth itfelf to be cap¬ 
tivated. 


The 
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The CONCLUSION, 


173. Therefore ftiould Man be a MAN, and 
NOT a BEAST, he fhould govern humanly or 
like a Man with the Soul, and not with the Defire 
of the Complexion, and then it may attain the 
higheft and Eternal Good, be under what Com¬ 
plexion he will: * There is no Complexion fo 
Noble, but if a Man will live only to the Confel- 
lotion , the Devil hath his Pleafure and Paftime 
therein. 

174. Therefore it is rightly faid, according to 
the Writings of St. Peter: f Be fober and watchful, 
for your Adverfary the Devil goeth about as a Roaring 
Lion, feeking whom he may devour, whom withfand 
or refifl in the Fear of God, and be at no Time fc- 
cure or negligent and carelefs concerning him. 

J O LORD, Thou art our Refuge , 

* NOTE. t 1 Pet. v. 8, 9. t Pfal. Ixii. 8. 


finis. 


ERRATA. 


In Page 2. 1 . 6, from the bottom, for friendlefs, read 
friendly. In p. j. 1 . 3. after but infert in. In p. 7. 
1 . 11. from the bottom, for in read it. In p. 16. 1,^7. 
for ow read how. In p. 19. 1 . 18. for Beginneth, read 
Beginning. In p. 22.1. 14. for terrified, read terrifieth 
In p. 27.1, 6. after is, read in. 
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